
The Shingwauk Project

Mohawk (Institute)
Indian Residential School

Brantford, Ontario

Six Nations of the Grand River

Produced by the 

Residential School Research, Archive and 

Visitor Centre & The Shingwauk Project  
Published November 2008

NRSSS
AHF



The Shingwauk Project is a cross-cultural research and educational development project of Algoma University 

College (AUC) and the Children of Shingwauk Alumni Association (CSAA). It was founded in 1979 by its current 

Director, Professor Don Jackson, in collaboration with Dr. Lloyd Bannerman of AUC, Chief Ron Boissoneau (1935-

2000) of the Garden River First Nation and Shingwauk Alumnus and Elder Dr. Dan Pine Sr. (1900-1992) of the 

Garden River First Nation. Along with many others they recognized the profound importance of the commitment to 

the Shingwauk Trust and the relationship with First Nation Peoples that Algoma University College assumed upon its 

relocation in 1971 to the site of the former Shingwauk Indian Residential School. 

The Shingwauk School, or "Teaching Wigwam", was originally envisaged by the great Ojibway Chief 

Shingwaukonse (1773-1854) as a crucible for cross-cultural understanding and synthesis of traditional Anishnabek 

and modern European knowledges. Commissioned in 1832 in co-operation with Canadian Government and Anglican 

Church partners as part of St. John's Mission to the Ojibway, the first Shingwauk School was opened in Sault Ste. 

Marie in 1833, relocated to Garden River (1838-74), and to the current site as the Shingwauk (1874 - 1935) and 

Wawanosh (1900 - 1935) Industrial Homes and the Shingwauk Indian Residential School (1935-70). As part of a new 

Anishnabek strategy of Indigenous Peoples rights, self-determination and modern community development, the 

cross-cultural project of the Teaching Wigwam was also regarded as essential to the restoration of cosmological 

balance and of social harmony between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians generally. 

Inspired by Shingwauk's Vision, the Shingwauk Project and the Children of Shingwauk Alumni Association (former 

students of the Shingwauk School, and staff, descendants, families and friends) are partnered with AUC, the Anglican 

Church, the Dan Pine Healing Lodge, the National Residential School Survivors’ Society (NRSSS)  and others to 

research, collect, preserve and display the history of the Residential Schools; develop and deliver projects of 

"sharing, healing and, learning" in relation to the impacts of the Schools, and of individual and community cultural 

restoration; and to accomplish "the true realization of Chief Shingwauk's Vision" through the establishment of 

Shingwauk University. 

The Shingwauk Project and Residential School Research, Archive and Visitor Centre



Recently, the Shingwauk Project, CSAA, NRSSS and Algoma University have partnered to expand their Residential 

School work through the creation of the Residential School Research, Archive and Visitor Centre. The work of the 

Centre addresses the Residential School legacy not only regionally but also nationally and internationally. The 

Shingwauk Project undertook many activities since its founding including reunions, healing circles, publications, 

videos, photo displays, curriculum development and the establishment of an archive, library and heritage collections, 

as well as a Shingwauk Directory and website (www.shingwauk.auc.ca). The Centre combines the resources and 

networks of all of the partners to work to accomplish more broadly and comprehensively what has been done locally.

The Shingwauk Project and the Residential School Research, Archive and Visitor Centre are very grateful to all of 

the Indigenous and non-Indigenous governments, churches, organizations and individuals that have been so generous 

in their support. They hope that the circle of “sharing, healing and learning” continues to grow until happiness, 

harmony and health are enjoyed by all. 

Donald A. Jackson

Director, The Shingwauk Project and

Residential School Research, Archive and Visitor Centre

May 2006

The Shingwauk Project and Residential School Research, Archive and Visitor Centre

http://www.shingwauk.auc.ca/


Introduction and Acknowledgements

This “Remember the Children” pilot project is an initiative of the Children of Shingwauk Alumni Association (CSAA) and the Residential 

School Research, Archive, and Visitor Centre that is attempting to identify the individuals and events that are depicted in historic 

photographs of First Nations, and Indian and Inuit Residential Schools.

The Shingwauk Project has been collecting photographs and documents about Indian and Inuit Residential and Day Schools for a number 

of years.  Recently, originals and copies of photographs and documents regarding First Nations and Indigenous Peoples were made 

available to the Project Archive.  The Project Archive has put together a series of Photo Albums that attempt to represent a photographic 

history of these Indian and Inuit Residential and Day Schools once located in the Bond Head Treaty (1836), Robinson-Huron Treaty

(1850), Robinson-Superior Treaty (1850), Manitoulin Island Treaty (1862), Treaty #3 (1873), Treaty #5 (1875), and the James Bay -

Treaty #9 (1905 - 1930) Territories.  

The information and photographs contained herein are constantly being updated and revised.  Every attempt was made at the time of 

publication to ensure the accuracy of the information that is being presented in these Photo Albums.  Please contact us if our information 

contains any errors or omissions.  If you have additional information or photographs that you would like to add to the "Remember the 

Children" project, please do not hesitate to contact us:

The Shingwauk Project

Residential School Research, Archive, and Visitor Centre

Algoma University 

1520 Queen Street East

Sault Ste Marie, Ontario P6A 2G4

Robinson-Huron (1850) Treaty Territory

(T) 705.949.2301  Ext. 4622

(F) 705.949. 6583

(E) ShingwaukDG@algomau.ca

We gratefully acknowledge the financial assistance received from the Aboriginal Healing Foundation and the site and administrative 

support provided by Algoma University.  Photos are courtesy of The Anglican Church of Canada – General Synod Archives and the 

Department of Indian Affairs.  Chapters 1, 2, and 14 of Indian Residential Schools in Ontario by Dr. Don Auger has been reproduced with 

permission from the Nishnawbe Aski Nation.

Edward G. Sadowski

Editor

Sault Ste Marie, Ontario

(November 2008)



Enfranchisement

Indians admitted to degrees in Universities, &c..

86 (1.)  Any Indian who may be admitted to the degree of Doctor of Medicine, or to any other degree by any University of Learning, or who may 

be admitted in any Province of the Dominion to practice law either as an Advocate or as a Barrister or Counsellor or Solicitor or Attorney or to be 

a Notary Public, or who may enter Holy Orders or who may be licensed by any denomination of Christians as a Minister of the Gospel, shall ipso 

facto become and be enfranchised under this Act.

Chapter 18

An Act to Amend and consolidate the laws respecting Indians

(The Indian Act of 1876)
[Assented to 12 April 1876]

Chapter 44

The Indian Advancement Act [1886]

10.  The council may make by-laws, rules and regulations, which, if approved and confirmed by the Superintendent General, shall have 

force as law within and with respect to the reserve, and the Indians residing thereon, upon all or any of the following subjects, that is to say;-

a. The religious denomination to which the teacher or teachers of the school or schools established on the reserve shall belong, as being that 

of the majority of the Indians resident on the reserve; but the Protestant or Roman Catholic minority of the reserve may also have a separate 

school or schools, with the approval of and under regulations made by the Governor in Council;

g. The construction and repair of school houses, council houses and other buildings for the use of the Indians on the reserve, and the 

attendance at school of children between the ages of six and fifteen years;



Chapter 18 - The Indian Act [As amended 1886]

11. The Indian Act is hereby amended by adding the following sections thereto:-

Powers as to establishment of industrial or boarding schools

137. The Governor in Council may make regulations, either general or affecting the Indians of any province or of any named band, to secure the 

compulsory attendance of children at school.

2. Such regulations, in addition to any other provisions deemed expedient, may provide for the arrest and conveyance to school, and

detention there, of truant children and of children who are prevented by their parents or guardians from attending: and such regulations may 

provide for the punishment, upon summary conviction, by fine or imprisonment, or both, of parents and guardians, or persons having the 

charge of children, who, fail, refuse or neglect such children to attend school.

138. The Governor in Council may establish an industrial school or a boarding school for Indians, or may declare any existing Indian school to 

be such industrial school or boarding school for the purposes of this section.

2. The Governor in Council may make regulations, which shall have the force of law, for the committal by justices or Indian agents of 

children of Indian blood under the age of sixteen years, to such industrial school or boarding school, there to be kept, cared for and educated 

for a period not extending beyond the time at which such children shall reach the age of eighteen years.

3. Such regulations may provide, in such manner as to the Governor in Council seems best, for the application of the annuities and interest 

moneys of children committed to such industrial school or boarding school, to the maintenance of such schools respectively, or to the 

maintenance of the children themselves.



The Indian Act [1927]

Schools

9. The Governor in Council may establish  (a) day schools in any Indian reserve for the children of such reserve;  (b) industrial or boarding schools for the Indian children of 

any reserve or reserves or any district or territory designated by the Superintendent General.

2. Any school or institution the managing authorities of which have entered into a written agreement with the Superintendent General to admit Indian children and provide

them with board, lodging and instruction may be declared by the Governor in Council to be an industrial school or a boarding school for the purposes of this Act.

3. The Superintendent General may provide for the transport of Indian children to and from the boarding or industrial schools to which they are assigned, including 

transportation to and from such schools for the annual vacations.

4. The Superintendent General shall have power to make regulations prescribing a standard for the buildings, equipment, teaching and discipline of and in all schools, and

for the inspection of such schools.

5. The chief and council of any band that has children in a school shall have the right to inspect such school at such reasonable times as may be agreed upon by the Indian

agent and the principal of the school.

6. The Superintendent General may apply the whole or any part of the annuities and interest moneys of Indian children attending an industrial or boarding school to the

maintenance of such school or to the maintenance of the children themselves. 1920, c. 50, s. 1.

10. Every Indian child between the ages of seven and fifteen years who is physically able shall attend such day, industrial or boarding school as may be designated by the

Superintendent General for the full periods during which such school is open each year.

2. Such school shall be the nearest available school of the kind required, and no Protestant child shall be assigned to a Roman Catholic school or a school conducted

under Roman Catholic auspices, and no Roman Catholic child shall be assigned to a Protestant school or a school conducted under Protestant auspices.

3. The Superintendent General may appoint any officer or person to be a truant officer to enforce the attendance of Indian children at school, and for such purpose a truant 

officer shall be vested with powers of a peace officer, and shall have authority to enter any place where he has reason to believe there are Indian children between the 

ages of seven and fifteen years, and when requested by the Indian agent, a school teacher or the chief of a band shall examine into any case of truancy, shall warn the 

truants, their parents or guardians or the person with whom any Indian child resides, of the consequences of truancy, and notify the parent, guardian or such person in 

writing to cause the child to attend school.

4. Any parent, guardian or person with whom an Indian child is residing who fails to cause such child, being between the ages aforesaid, to attend school as required by this

section after having received three days' notice so to do by a truant officer shall, on the complaint of the truant officer, be liable on summary conviction before a justice of

the peace or Indian agent to a fine of not more than two dollars and costs, or imprisonment for a period not exceeding ten days or both, and such child may be arrested 

without a warrant and conveyed to school by the truant officer.

5. No parent or other person shall be liable to such penalties if such child (a) is unable to attend school by reason of sickness or other unavoidable cause;

(b) has passed the entrance examination for high schools; or (c) has been excused in writing by the Indian agent or teacher for temporary absence to assist in husbandry or 

urgent and necessary household duties. 1920, c. 50, s.1.

11. The Governor in Council may take the land of an Indian held under location ticket or otherwise, for school purposes, upon payment to such Indian of the compensation

agreed upon, or in case of disagreement such compensation as may be determined in such manner as the Superintendent General may direct. 1914, c. 35, s. 2.
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National Archives of Canada – John Boyd Collection

Graduates 1880



The Mohawk Institute Residential School - Brantford, Ontario

Woodland Cultural Centre, Brantford, Ontario



Brant County Museum & Archives Collection

1909



The Edward Groat Collection

The Mohawk Institute Residential School - Brantford, Ontario
c. 1934



Department of Indian Affairs – Annual Report 1906

The Mohawk Institute Residential School - Brantford, Ontario



Mohawk Village

Grand River

1793


