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CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

. Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and citcumstances of the ‘death of

-
. &

_Courtlond Claus. ... oy Pupil No. 7917

.

of the Mount EL1gin ..o Indian Residential School at. Munceya.... . O0nba ... .

who died at Childrens Hospital,London. Oriplacc) on .. June I2th, 1939. .10, .

.

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, thé:Principal is required to inform the

Indian Agent at once,

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himsell as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medieal
Officer who attended the deceaxed pupil. These members of the Beoard shall, in each other's
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottzw.a, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry nlmll if at all pmctxcube assenlble within 48 hours of the pupil's .
- death, . \ g

-

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be-given notice of this inquiry f{n&, be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In"the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after
the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to -attend it.

1f the Indinn Agent is loeated st such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
tieable for him to sttend the Board, he shall request a responsible loeal resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be n Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal .
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay & reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Bo'mi in any case, myst reach

- the Dep&rtment through. the Indian ARELE 08 oo o oot e e e i

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other mqmry. m{:}udmg
an inquest, which may be reqmrcd by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to taka the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Foum No. 414,

&
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A STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL :

5

i
1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury?.. """i z""‘j tfé‘ Y Lastts
N o
2. At what time of day?. /M/ﬂ

3. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or Mcxdent? ...... PR SN I S

/iw

208,

......................................................................................................................................................................

g

BONOOLT oo eece i . .. 0 o O o B e '

9. Add any other useful mformntmn here.”

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hoapital at s distance from the school, under the care of .

the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, & clinical report of the patient’s
" illness and death in the hospxta. is to be secured and attached ta thw memorandum g

. e 5 2 e 8 T
- e A AT
- e . A .

3 o+ i i

J N ‘ -
trdian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6210, file 468..23, part 1) ,

e

e O D A DY LT 2 O




B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED
THE DECEASED PUPIL ‘

[T

Iatmndw'gW%M/from 4 '

Th, E B ‘
(chzm//~’“,w“</v‘/w'rhe immediate cause of death was  Ett1

“ The contributory cause of death was .S Amq

- a ”
cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and desth of this pupil?..| %‘ ... < ~5'6(‘/? 100L “')
Did they follow out your professional instructions?.. ’/V S oo M evercreportagone

1f in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

your carefully considercd views as follows:

MM okl naen. Fv /'SM

et aiaan

‘M:e‘:’ ,mecm ‘
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C. STU&&?SL&EHQT‘()F INDIAN AGENT

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

..................................................

consider that sll essential circumstances relsting to the desath of

a2 Z P —

have been recorded?..... Flo ... If not, you are required to add here any further particulavrs »

which strike you as essential. W b oy A‘W“*WW“(/{’V ‘44:’&4

w7Q¢7~4u£fvnéwwm£glfz;“zﬁﬂgaé{m....“;m;“mfm”mﬁwnmum“mumvvvmnw”w”m”m“m”“
éQp,M,»JA,eA/z ot ‘7 a X«J‘M a .
2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to

.

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School.
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!lncz OF THE : N PLEASE QUOTE
CANADA

INDHIAN AGENT e
DEPARTMENT T

OF
MINES AND RESOURCES
[NDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH

Mount Elgin ﬁesidegtiél 8chool.,
June 12%th,1939. ’

gtatements taken from persons who witnessed the asccident that
caused the death of Courtland (Cody) Claus,pupil of the ¥t Elgin
School on the 1lth day of June,1939. -

Lloyd Nicholas,l7 years of age and & pupil of Mount Elgin Bohool

states that at about 1 P.M. on the 1lth of June,l was standing

at the rear of the main school building in company with two girl
pupile,when Ruth Antone told me O look and I turned and 8een
gomething white fullbnf and then I heard & thad and we were about
sixty feet away. Ruth Antone gaid that Cody had fallen and we T&n

. around the boiler house to find Cody lying on the ground. Ruth put
her hand under his pack and lifted him up & 11ttle so that I got
hold af him and I carried him into the school building where 1
placed him on & bed in the first floor dormitory. Ag we came into
“the building we met Mrs. Frratt and she called for the nuree and

& runee told me to put Cody on the bed. »
- s o . B
j'itnesa. E 3igned, ;{,&700 Gl Sfotlas
RatH Antone, 17 years of &ge and & pupll of the Mi. Elgin 8chool
- ‘states that at about 1 P.M. on the 1llth of June,l was standing
talking to Lloyd Nicholas end Christine Henhawk 8t the rear of
the school building and 1 looked up and seen Cody at the window
of the 2nd floor dormitory and & 1ittle later I turned my head
again and seen Cody falling. 1 ran around to where he 1ay and
1ifted him up & little 80 that Lloyd could get 8 hold of him to
carry him into the school building. Cody did not move oL CIY out
‘at any time after he fell. After entering the building & went to
get hot water at the request of the Matron,

j;ifffas. ' * Bigned";zgiéﬁzﬁzﬁéédf'
" /\w0w,/<:“*“él‘4/(

Christine Henhawk,aged 18 vears and & pupil of ¥ount Elgin 8chool
states that at about 1 P.M. on the 11th cf June, 1 was standing -
with Lloyd and Ruth &t the Tear of the main vuilding when I neard

Ruth Sni that Cody was falling and I turned and seen him and hié
make a complete turn in the air between the upper and
1ower dormitory windows on the way down, 1 ran around -the boiler
house to where Cody was lying on the ground and he did did not
cry out or movse at any time, I yeewRuth help Lloyd get Cody in

his arms and carry him into the school buildigg. o =S

¥itness. Signed,

“7 {‘:‘;/’f b | F Al Y i aet
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gtatements taken from pereons who last smw Courtland (Cody)
Olaus on the 1lth of June and previous to the aocident that
caused hie death,

Lillian George, aged 15 years and & pupil of the Mount Xlgin
Residential Bchool,states that 1 was on duty to take the meals
to the pupils confined to the dormitories and I was up to the
room where Cody was at about 12,20 when I did find him in his
bed and which time I removed the dishes that he had used to

eat his dinner from, |

Witness, . 8igned. )é;éﬁﬁévrﬂ‘éfgai;ﬁwk .
7. W‘K{/&f ’

Vella Seth, aged 17 vyears and & pupil of the Mount Elgin
Residential School,states that I was on duty and it was
necessary for me to visit the dormitory in which Cody was
in bed and that at 12,30 I did see Cody and he at that time
was in his bed, Previous to entering the room I did hear
. noises like some person running. around the room,but Cody
was in his bed when I entered the room'and that is the' last
! time I seen him before the accident that caused his death.

- e e
. 0 Witness. ' 8igned,” ¢ rr 2 :/
7 |
< /(;'(}»f ..,/0(/1,?
. kw/j/ e '
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

the. cause--and wcircumstancés of the death of

INSTRUCTIONS A p

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, ﬁhe Principal is required to inform the

Indian Agent at once. K

On receipt of the Principal's notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of limself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residentinl School, and. the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other's
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

. Indian Affairs, Ottaws, in one oopy.

death.

The parents or guerdians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative, They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make s statement. In the event of their so wishing, their gmtcment shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after
the time at which it would otherwise be held, to ensble them to attend it

I the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duly would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal

Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind -

might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay & reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agents recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach
the Department through the Indian Agent’s office. i

“This inquiry s not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law ' )

ments of the witnesses of the aecident, and attach them to thie memorandum,

-

Forn No. 414.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Velume 6210, file 468-23, part BN |
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Pupil No. 7

who died a?o/c%/m S ” d‘;;;g;on/édﬂg‘fo%mf#ﬂ‘

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours.of the pupils -

1f the pupil died s the result of an asccident, the Indisn Agent is required to take the state-




A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL

SCHOOL
& :
& 1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer inéury?..‘w«’,.g( ‘Q{‘*‘f ............
‘.'-'.: 2. At what time of day?. ... 10 .. Q M ...................................................................................
}\ 3. When and to whom did he or she report this illness oesRmiEER?
3 . 5 .
¥ (od1 0 {qul,w,
" Ol Rrnanasy Taket
4. What means were taken to afford relie{?. L. & V.on L Ownal L Muanaa  LTTEAK
R R e e A
5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity?,‘.?f},%m.?mﬂ. YQ_‘*'_‘H.

6. When was the doctor called? Mo Sh SISEEUTIE B L S N
7. 1f the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-

8. 1 the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the -
4 86h001T T e e LYW T ¥
1t

b o 9. Add any other useful information here.

ndf
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Nore: I the decensed pupil dies in hoepital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, s clinical report of the-patient’s Emisr
\llness and death in the hospitsi is to be secured and attached to this memorandum, v

e

i
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B, STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED
THE DECEASED PUPIL

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-

cised rensonable care and judgment in regard to the iliness and death of tixis pupil?:.‘.#!&./

o

Did they follow.out your professional instructions?,.‘;;ﬁﬂ./ﬂ.nw,.u..mf.' ....................

o

1f in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

your carefully considered views as follows:,

Inélzm M‘faim (RG 10, Velume 6210, rilc- 468-23, p@rt 1) :
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT

1. Having heard nnd resd over the statements of the Principal snd the Physician, ‘do you

consider that all Mtia) circumstancfs relating to the

1f not, you are required to add here any further particulars

2. In this spacé record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to
the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School.

< e
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FACULTY OF WEDICINE

AWAY AVE, AND WATERLDO 8T.

i

THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO

" LONDON, CANADA
November 3rd 1944

L]
Dr. . V. V. Pardy,
MT. BRYDGES, Ont.

Dear Doctor Pardy: Re: Miss lelen Senecs

Migs lHelen Senoca, age l&, was admitted to Staff lledicine on

October 12th.

On admisaion she was very dyspnosic , had & low grado temparatﬁfo
and X-ray of the chest showed consolidation of the lower half of

the left lung.

She was put on sulfa therapy and her temperature became normal;

the dyspnoea continuod; the NP was 211 with albuminuria; the B.P.
was 160 over 135; her W.C. 20,000. She wne given saline end glucose
intravenously and we were able to get the NPN down to 157. Another
portabla i-ray of the chest was teken and the lesion on the left

gide was smoller but infection showed in the right base.
The patient beceme edematous and clinieally showed signs of massive
pulmonary edoma, Her condition grew gteadily worse and she died on

October 20th,

e apprecinote lev. Sopers' assistance in obtaining permission for an
autopsy for us and the findinps of Autopsy were &8s follows:

n"Chronie pyelonephkritis {bilateral); cardiac hypertrophy
and dilatation; albuminous and fatty degeneration of
myocardium; pulmonary oedoma; lobular pneumonia; acute
pleuritis (left); pleural effuaion, pericardial effusion;
ascites; subcutaneous cedena of legs and vulva; oural
eapdise thrombi with puriform softening; chronic pessive
congestion of liver ond ospleen; albuminous and fatty
degoneration of liver. Lultiple chronie duodenal ulcers,

. meute oesophagitis. Double ureter (left)?

Yours very sincerely,

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Velume 6210, file 468-23, part 1)

-PUBLIC ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA




e e

WESTERN UNION | .
TELEGRAPHCO. |
Cable Service

to all the World

Money Transferred
by Telegraph

D E. Gairowar, Assisrany Vice-Paesioenr, Tosonre, Owr. -

STANDARD TIME " i 55

LONDGN ONT 12 7441\

DR H W MCGILL N

DIRECTOR INDIAN AFFAIRS DEPT MINES AND RESOURCES OTTAWA ONT
REGRET ACCIDENTAL DEATH CODY CLAUS BOARD INQUIRY CALLED
LETTER FOLLOWS

STRAPP,

N This is a Collect message anc
. 1 will be charged to your account

\< a - leks we are netified at once to
99,“ 1 * . contrary.

|CANADIAN PACIFIC it

signal in Lhe check or in the address,

. |7etecrAM jcabicaram
TE l EGRAPHS TR e FULL RATE

DAY LETTER | DL| CODE

D]REC‘I’ CONNECTION WITH ’ -1 NIGHY LETTER| XL DEFERRED u
POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE €0. relccuan || NERT I
W. D. ENERAL ANAGER or
COMMERCIAL CABLES - - IMPERIAL CABLES Cottsmicamersss Mo
CT N STANGARD TIME =

(iAR&DOC ONT JUKE 11-39

INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH, DEPT OF MINES & RESOURCES, OTTAWA ONT,
CODY CLAUS Aﬁ FOUR PUPIL FROM OHSWEKEN BELIEVED YO HAYE
__DISLOCATED GEBHGAL VE’RTEIRA il ACQ!DE!"AL FALL FROM SECOND FLOOR WINDOW -
AT RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL SUNDAY ”00! STOP 8&60*301003 IN LONDON HOSPITAL
WITH SPECIAL MURSES ASSIGNED STOP PROGNOS!S POOR PRINCIPAL STRAPP- - HAS
NOTIFIED MAJOR RANDALL AT BRANTFORD 7O LOCATE FATHER,

T R MCLEOD,

911PM, Qy‘% %
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“!Fl(,i OF THE i E PLEASE Giors

IMDLAN Acr it CANADA
DEPARTMENT
oF
MINES AMD RESOURCES
INBIAN AFFAIRS BRAMCH

Mount Elgin Residential 8chool,

June 12th, 1939,

placed him on a bed in the first floor dormitory, Asg we came into
the building we met Mrs. Erratt ang she called for the nurse and
e renae $01d me to put Cody on the bed, ‘

; g D . T i .
R ,4,/ - S (_«A . 3 . -~
Witneass, Signed, ?&;zkt?g{ =, {A;yg¢{QQ¢

T Al BTN
§E¥/ Antone, 17 years of age and a pupil of the Mt, Elgin School
- 8tates that at about 1 P.M. on the 11th of June,I wag standing
e : talking o Lloyd Nicholas ang Christine Henhawk at the rear of
_ the school building and I looked up and seen Cody at the window
= of the 2nd floor dormitory and a little later I turned my head
8gain and seen Cody falling, 1 Tan around to where he lay and
lifted him up & little so that Lloyd could get & hold of him to

«

8% any time after he fell., After entering the building J went to
get hot water at the request of the Matron, )

i 8. - Signed. ., - , .
hite ; § Y.
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Christine Henhawk,aged 18 vears and & pupil of ¥ount Elgin School
8tates that at about 1 P.¥. on the 11th of June, I wasg Btanding
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Cry out or move at any time, I geewRuth help Lloyd get Cody in
“his arms ang Carry him into the school building.

Witness, Signed,
A 7 ) .
7 /e o A e
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Btatements taken from persons who last smw Courtland (Cody)
Claus on the 1lth of June and previous to the accident that
caused his death,

s .

Lillian George, aged 15 years and & pupil of the Mount Elgin
Residential 8chool,states that I was on duty to take the meal
to the pupils confined to the dormitories and I was up to the
room where Cody was at about 12,20 when I did find him in his
bed and which time I removed the dishes that he had used- to
eat his dinner from,

Witness, , Signed, Jolbic v @ékxjyzé
T fCog A bcorn *

Wella 8Seth, aged 17 vears and a pupil of the Mount Elgin
Residential School,states that I was on duty and it was
necessary for me to visit the dormitory in which Cody was
in bed and that at 12,30 I did see Cody and he at that time
was in his bed., Previous to entering the room I did hear
noises like some person running around the room,but Cody
was in his bed when I entered the room and that is the last
i time I seen him before the accif®ent that caused his death,

>

Witness, Signed,
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO
‘ 3
LONDON._CANADA

- Rovember 3rd 1%44

or, ,
4
M. *
Dear: Doctor Pardy: Re: iiss ﬁelen Seneca
Missei Helen Seneca, age 14, was admi zted to stalf ledicine on
Uetober 12th,
h ; had a low grade temperaturs

rade
coubOLla&tion orf the lower half of

e uecams nermal

tempsratur
211 with~alb”“{§u“1g- the ‘.P.
! Zhe wa iven seline and glucvse
ntravenougly e hi to 107, wnother
2ortable o-ras on the left
side was smoller ase,
ihe patient becane edematous and cliricully showed signs of massive
wul,onar“ edema.  fr condition grew steedily worse and sie died on
A8 ,
ce in ooteining nermission for an
428 &85 :ollows.
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pleuritis ileft); pleural eff;Szax, pericardial effusion;
subcutaneous oedem: of less and vulve; oursl
ombi- with puriform soltening; chronic passive

uwlbuminous and Tatty
“lcera,

chronie duchNul
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